Wales of an area

Despite som

By KAY NOLAN
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ales -
Those whiy
seel nature
in thei
hackyard
can certam-
Iy find it in
the rollmg, wooded Lochtyn
Ridge subdivision in the vii
lnge of Wales

Twice, hawever, nature has
given residents much more
than they'd bargained for
since the subdivision was cre-
ated in the Jare 19708 Torna
doos touched down in the same
aved of the subdivision. snee
in April 1964 and again in Au
gust 1987, destroying a row of
homes along the ridee for
which the subdivision was
named

But most of the people whose
homes were hit still live in the
neighborhood, said Mary Kusz,
whose own home on Lochtyn
Rides was severely damaged In
1987

According o her husband,
Tom Kusz, “We huilt our house
in 1983, and we were living
here when the first tornado kit
in April of 1984, That time, we
only bad broken windGws, al-
though & couple of homes on
the same block wore pretty
badly damaved One home was
completely destrayed and the
man who lived there was hurt
badly. He was strucl in the
head with a rock. He moved
away, but coincidentally, he
was visiting the neighborhood
on the day the second tormado
struck. That was reatly hard
for him "

Ironically. the demoltshed
home wags &n “earth home," an
enorey conserving architectur.
al style popnlar in the 1970s, in
whicl the home 1= hulll inie
the side of a hill, using the
ground as a natural insulator
Some of the homes built along
the Lochtyn Ridge used this
techrigque

The tornado on April 27,
1984, swept through Wales,
Genesews and Delafield, killing
# woman in a mobile home just
east of Wales near Highways 84
and G. The (wister struck 168
area homes

“You never think a tornado
would strike again in the same
spot.” said Mary Kusz

But it didg

On Aug 16. 1987, nnother se
vire band of siornns appronch
ed. Mary Kusz saw the sky
tairn o strange shade of grecn
and heard a “ratthing sound
like a train

Her hushand, who was work
Ing outdoors, had just entered
the garage 1 notived the big
parage door shaling and then |
saw the drywall coming apart
i the corners " Tom Kusz
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Mary Kusz dacorales her yard
i the Lochtyn Ridge
neighborhnod. Her home was
darmated in a 1987 tomado

The Lochtyn Ridge nelghbarhood in Wales features much of
nature's tinest offerings, chuding horses qrazing nearby and rocky
hills formed by glaciers centunes ago

e twists, residents love Lochtyn Ridge
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Twisters haven't damaged

neighborhood’s spirit

.

NEIGHBORHOOD, From 1F

said. “Then I was hit with a piece

of glass and I was knocked down.
When I looked up, I could see the
sky and feel the rain coming

down. The roof of the garage was

gbne.”

. The Kusz home was in ruins.
Only a part of the kitchen was left
standing, and Mary was treated
at a hospital for inhaling insula-
tion that blew out of the walls.

:The 1987 tornado was part ofa _

storm system that cut a wide

*. swath throughout southeastern

Wisconsin. It damaged 20 homes
in Lochtyn Ridge, causing
$500,000 in damage, but nobody

‘was killed or seriously injured

this time. :

- After rebuilding, Tom and _
Mary Kusz decided to stay, de-

. spite the misgivings of friends

and family. So did most of the
area’s residents, who are much
more likely these days to discuss
the Glacial Drumlin bike trail
that runs through the subdivision
or the common sightings of deer,
owls, foxes, pheasants and wild

. turkeys than the tornadoes of the

1980s.

No tornadoes or severe storms
have since disturbed the neigh-
borhood.

Nor have many For Sale signs.

Ann Nicholls, a real estate
agent with Coldwell Banker Inc.,
confirmed that a home for sale in .
Lochtyn Ridge is a rare phenome-
non, : ‘

“I work with a lot of transferees -

- and they drive through the area

and say it's so beautiful and how

- much they love the rolling hills .
- and how much they’d like to

move to the neighborhood, but
there’s hardly anything to sell,”
she said. “Wales is a unique little

-village — a lot of people you see

are longtime residents. A lot of
people are buying lots and build-

" ing homes because Wales is a re- -
. ally desirable area.”

According to Rose Leben,
whose home was completely lifted
off its foundation by the 1987 tor-

‘nado, “Most of the homes here are

still occupied by the original own-
ers, even though many of the chil-
dren have grown and moved

_ away.”

She and her husband, Tom;
were among the first families to




buy a lot after the subdivision
was created in 1977. ,

- “We're from Milwaukee — I
think most of the people who
bullt here are from Milwaukee or
Waukesha,” she said. “We liked
the peace and quiet, and we were
told that no two houses would
look exactly alike.”

The large yards in Lochtyn
Ridge are also quite varied in ap-
pearance and shape. Many fea-

" ture steep slopes and groves of

.1 trees.

“We all had to pretty much plan
the style of our homes to fit the
lots,” said Leben.

Lochtyn Ridge contains strik-
ing examples of the deep kettles
and rocky hills formed by gla-

| .ciers centuries ago in what is

now known as the Kettle Moraine

| area.’

“We have heard that the topog-
raphy of the area creates air
pockets that cause funnel clouds
to form,” said Leben.

But the glacial formations are
also what makes the neighbor-

| hood especially beautiful, said

Jock Drummond, who lives on
_the other side of the subdivision
from the area hit by tornadoes.
His lot, populated by too many
oak and hickory trees for him to .
count, appears to have been
touched by melting glaciers in the
past.

- “When 1 dig, it’s all glacial till
— sand and gravel that was
dumped by melting glaciers,” he
said. “The glaciers formed the
ridge here, and also the long, nar-
row valley where the railroad
tracks were.”

Drummond and his wife, Doro-
thy Crockett, aren’t the least bit
worried about tornadoes passing
through. They are very much
aware, however, of the bike trail
that passes through their subdivi-
sion. :

A section of the Glacial Drum-
lin Trail runs along the aban-
doned railroad track near Bran-
dybirook Road on the northwest-
ern edge of the subdivision. The
public trail was created in 1986 by

ural Resources for use by hikers,
bicyclists and snowmobilers. It
spans 51 miles firom Waukesha to
Cottage Grove. The portion in
Lochtyn Ridge is part of a seven-
mile stretch nearest Waukesha
that was paved a few years ago.
The paved portion can no longer
be used for snowmobiling but is
ideal for in-line skaters.

“It's an extremely popular
trail,” said Drummond. “There

the Wisconsin Department of Nat-.

A wooden bridge that provided easy access into the subdivision was ;
closed in September to become a footbridge. It spans the Glacial Drumlin -~ =,

Trail.

Plants and wildlife can be seen along the Glacial Drumlin Trail, which

runs through the Lochtyn Ridge subdivision.

are a lot of Rollerbladers, along
with the people who walk and
ride bikes.”

Crockett often uses the trail to
ride her bicycle to her job as a
driver’s license examiner at the
Division of Motor Vehicles in
Waukesha, about an eight-mile
trek from her home. -

The couple have seen gray and
red foxes in their yard, as well as
owls, raccoons, woodchucks, deer,
opossum and coyotes.

“The neighbor over there has
wild turkeys all the time,” said
Drummond.

Steve Graf, a middle school
teacher who lives in Lochtyn
Ridge with his wife, Karen, and
two young sons, enjoys the natu-
ral surroundings — high and low,
The view of the stars from Graf's
yard was so spectacular one night

that he took slides and created a
presentation for his students’ sci-
ence class.

The Grafs haven't lived in
Lochtyn Ridge long enough to
have experienced the tornadoes, |
but they have relatives in nearby
Genesee who remember when the
railroad valley attracted hobos — |
as late as the 1970s, just before the , |
subdivision was created.

A horse farm sits prominently
on one corner of the subdivision.
Residents said that up until a few
years ago, a zebra grazed there
among the horses. . )

However many forms of wildlife
have sought out Lochtyn Ridge
over the years, the area remains-
sought after and continuously in-
creases in value, said Nicholls.

A computer check showed most -
homes in the subdivision would
sell today in the low $200,000s,
she said.

“It's a very convenient loca-
tion,” said Graf. “It’s just 10 min-
utes from everything. Highway 18
is a few minutes away. The taxes -
are pretty reasonable.” :

“Why would you move any-
where else? It's just gorgeous,”
said Mary Kusz.
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